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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address « 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1/14/05 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 3-13 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^3 Claim (s) 3-13 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The double patenting rejection is withdrawn in view of the applicant's 
amendments. 

2. The objection to the specification is withdrawn in view of the applicant's 
amendments. 

3. Claims 3 and 9 have been amended to more clearly claim the invention as a 
voice command system that uses multiple grammars dependent upon the voice 
applications wherein a subset of predefined correlations are used regardless of who is 
communicating and the voice application that is being processed. 

4. Claims 1 , 2 and 14-45 have been canceled. 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 3-13 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 3-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Alshawi in view of Cohen. 

As per claim 3, Alshawi teaches a voice command system comprising: 
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a user communication interface for communication with users via a 
telecommunications network (computer telephony platform, paragraph 26); 
a processor (Fig. 2, element 203); 

an application-processing module executable by the processor to process voice 
command applications (Fig. 1, element 115), the voice command applications defining 
allowed grammars and application logic (context database contains a set of exemplar 
action specifications for each application program, paragraph 37); 

a voice processing module executable by the processor to recognize grammars 
in speech signals received from a user via the user communication interface 
(recognizer, Fig. 1, element 106 and paragraph 30); 

aliasing-logic executable by the processor, upon recognition of an alias grammar 
in a speech signal received from the user, to convert the alias grammar to an actual 
grammar, and to recognize the actual grammar as an allowed grammar defined by a 
voice command application (variation matcher matches the recognized word from the 
variant database with its corresponding exemplar and from there executes the 
application action, paragraph 32); 

wherein the aliasing-logic uses a predefined set of correlations between alias 
grammars and actual grammars to convert between an alias grammar and an actual 
grammar (variant command file contains each exemplar for the context and all 
corresponding variants, paragraph 34); and 
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wherein the processor uses at least a subset of the predefined set of correlations 
regardless of the user who is communicating with the voice command system (variants 
present in database for all users, paragraph 78). 

Alshawi does not teach the processor uses at least a subset of the predefined set 
of correlations substantially regardless of which voice command application the 
processor is processing. 

Cohen teaches a web browsing system that uses a static grammar to assist the 
user in browser functions and further grammars are dynamically generated based upon 
the applications (paragraph 25). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the system of Alshawi to use at least a subset of the predefined set 
of correlations substantially regardless of which voice command application the 
processor is processing as taught by Cohen because it would allow the system to 
perform speech recognition prior to a specific application being chosen hence giving the 
system greater capabilities. 

8. As per claim 4, Alshawi teaches the aliasing-logic comprises user profile data 
that indicates, respectively for each of a plurality of users, correlations between alias 
grammars and actual grammars (users can customize the variant database, paragraph 
74). 

9. As per claim 5, Alshawi teaches the user profile data correlates a given actual 
grammar with a first alias grammar for a first user and the user profile data correlates 
the given actual grammar with a second alias grammar for a second user 
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(customization server contains customized context files for each user so each user 
would have different variants for the exemplars, paragraph 75). 

10. As per claim 6, Alshawi teaches: 

a user profile store containing the user profile data (customization server 
contains customized context files, paragraph 75); and 

personalization-logic executable by the processor for retrieving from the user 
profile store the correlations between alias grammars and actual grammars (when users 
uses the system the customized context will be available to the user hence an 
executable for retrieving these correlations would be inherent, paragraph 78). 

11. As per claim 7, Alshawi teaches the personalization-logic is executable by the 
processor to retrieve the correlations during a voice command session with the user 
(recognizer can dynamically load and switch between language models from the variant 
database, paragraph 30). 

12. As per claim 8, Alshawi teaches the personalization-logic is executable by the 
processor to retrieve the correlations at the initiation of the voice command session with 
the user (variants uploaded into the variant database after customization hence 
available at the initiation of the voice command session, paragraph 78). 

13. As per claim 9, Alshawi teaches a voice command system comprising: 
a user communication interface for communication with users via a 

telecommunications network (computer telephony platform, paragraph 26); 
a processor (Fig. 2, element 203); 
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an application-processing module executable by the processor to process voice 
command applications (Fig. 1, element 115), the voice command applications defining 
allowed grammars and application logic (context database contains a set of exemplar 
action specifications for each application program, paragraph 37); 

a voice processing module executable by the processor to recognize grammars 
in speech signals received from a user via the user communication interface 
(recognizer, Fig. 1, element 106 and paragraph 30); 

aliasing-logic executable by the processor, upon recognition of an alias grammar 
in a speech signal received from the user, to convert the alias grammar to an actual 
grammar, and to recognize the actual grammar as an allowed grammar defined by a 
voice command application (variation matcher matches the recognized word from the 
variant database with its corresponding exemplar and from there executes the 
application action, paragraph 32); and 

wherein the aliasing-logic uses a predefined set of correlations between alias 
grammars and actual grammars to convert between an alias grammar and an actual 
grammar (variant command file contains each exemplar for the context and all 
corresponding variants, paragraph 34). 

Alshawi does not teach the processor uses at least a subset of the predefined set 
of correlations substantially regardless of which voice command application the 
processor is processing. 
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Cohen teaches a web browsing system that uses a static grammar to assist the 
user in browser functions and further grammars are dynamically generated based upon 
the applications (paragraph 25). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the system of Alshawi to use at least a subset of the predefined set 
of correlations substantially regardless of which voice command application the 
processor is processing as taught by Cohen because it would allow the system to 
perform speech recognition prior to a specific application being chosen hence giving the 
system greater capabilities. 

14. As per claim 10, Alshawi teaches a memory wherein the user profile data for a 
given user is stored in memory in the platform during a voice command session with the 
given user (server has a memory with customized context files for users, paragraph 75). 

1 5. As per claim 1 1 , Alshawi teaches a provisioning-logic for receiving a set of user- 
defined correlations between alias grammars and actual grammars (customization 
module, paragraph 77). 

16. As per claim 12, Alshawi teaches the provisioning-logic comprises a web 
interface accessible by a user via a computer network (user can use a web browser to 
access the context customizer, paragraph 74). 

1 7. As per claim 1 3, Alshawi teaches the telecommunications network comprises a 
wireless communication link (cellular network, paragraph 25). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew J Sked whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7627. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:00 am - 4:30 pm). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L Ometz can be reached on (571)272-7593. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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DAVID L , OMETZ 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



